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Proposed changes to the 
New Zealand Secondary qualification

• Based on the current Ministry timeline, 
if NCEA is changed, the changes will 
effect the current Year 9.

• Year 10 to 13 students will engage with 
the co-requisite and NCEA in its current 
form.

• The College is highly engaged in this 
change process and our planning for 
2027 and beyond is underway.



What is NCEA?

• National Certificate in Educational 
Achievement

• NZ secondary qualification – Y11 to Y13 
students

• Overseen by NZQA (New Zealand 
Qualifications Authority)

• Unique because:
– Standards based

– Flexible

– Allows for different styles of assessment



Level 1 NCEA

Level 1 

(or 

higher) 

minimum 

60 

Credits

Numeracy

10 Credits

Literacy

10 Credits

Level 2 NCEA

Level 2 (or 

higher) 

minimum 

60 Credits

Numeracy

10 Credits

Literacy

10 Credits

Level 3 NCEA 

Level 3 

(or 

higher)

minimum 

60 

Credits 

Numeracy

10 Credits

Literacy

10 Credits

University Entrance

Level 3 

Literacy in Reading 

5 credits Level 2 or higher

Literacy in Writing

5 credits Level 2 or 

higher

Uni Approved Subject 1 

14 credits minimum

Uni Approved Subject 2

 14 credits minimum

Uni Approved Subject 3

 14 credits minimum

Including:

Plus: * Plus:* Plus:*

* Numeracy and literacy only needs to be gained once. 

Levels of NCEA



For senior students who have not achieved the co-requisite – yet.

During 2026 and 2027, learners will be able to meet the 20-credit co-requisite through 

achieving either the online co-requisite assessment or by gaining 20 credits from a 

small list of literacy and numeracy-rich standards in their senior courses.



How NCEA works

• https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about-
ncea/ 

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about-ncea/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about-ncea/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about-ncea/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about-ncea/


A typical NCEA course at LBC



Example of NCEA grading



ENDORSEMENT?

Certificate endorsement

e.g. NCEA Level 1 with Merit

• Multiple courses

• Multiple years

• 50 cr at E = excellence

• 50 cr at M/E = merit

• Credits can come from 
higher level

Course endorsement

e.g. L2ADS with Merit

• Singe course

• Single year

• 14 cr at E = excellence

• 14 cr at M/E = merit

• Min 3 cr each from 
external & internal (n/a 
for PED & L3 Visual Arts)



Contacts
Deans
Y11 - Nicola Faulkner and TBC

year11deans@lbc.school.nz

Y12 - Denise Trent &  Martyn Longstaff
year12deans@lbc.school.nz

Y13 - Lisa Lehan & Terry Chee
year13deans@lbc.school.nz

SENCO - SAC
Krick Evans –
                            kevans@lbc.school.nz

Senior Leaders
Jac Beasleigh (NZQA Principal's Nominee) –
                    jbeasleigh@lbc.school.nz
James Heneghan (Curriculum) –        jheneghan@lbc.school.nz

mailto:year11deans@lbc.school.nz
mailto:year12deans@lbc.school.nz
mailto:year13deans@lbc.school.nz
mailto:kevans@lbc.school.nz
mailto:jbeasleigh@lbc.school.nz
mailto:Jheneghan@lbc.school.nz


Absent for an internal assessment?

• Students with a valid 
reason for absence 
should complete a 
missed assessment 
application

• Information in the 
student NZQA channel 
of the Student Services 
Team

• Contact Subject Teacher, 
Year Level Dean or 
Principal's Nominee if 
further help is needed



Missing an External Exam?

• The external exams are in term 4

• There is a process to obtain a derived 
grade

• See NZQA website --> what is a derived 
grade for more information

• Contact Mrs Beasleigh (Principal's 
Nominee) if you have further questions

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/assessment-and-moderation-of-standards/managing-national-assessment-in-schools/derived-grades/4-candidates/what-is/
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/assessment-and-moderation-of-standards/managing-national-assessment-in-schools/derived-grades/4-candidates/what-is/
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/assessment-and-moderation-of-standards/managing-national-assessment-in-schools/derived-grades/4-candidates/what-is/
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/assessment-and-moderation-of-standards/managing-national-assessment-in-schools/derived-grades/4-candidates/what-is/


Questions?  





NCEA Exams

School exams
– 4 to 12 September 2025

– Practice for external exams

– Grades can be used for externals if a derived grade is 
needed

– Workshops for internal assessments also take place during 
this time

NZQA exams
– 4 to 28 November 2025

– Assessment of external achievement standards

– Only opportunity to sit these standards each year 
(excludes CAA and DCAT)



But what about UE?

• Additional qualification

• Minimum requirement for university 
entrance (many courses have extra)

• Year 13 students

• Requires study of at least 3 or more 
University Approved subjects (AS based 
courses)



University Entrance Requirements

• NCEA Level 3

• 14 cr each in three approved L3 
subjects

• 10 literacy cr at L2 or above (5 
reading & 5 writing)

UE



ENDORSEMENT?



Not an endorsed subject

• US credits count towards NCEA certificate

• AS credits also count towards endorsement 
of NCEA certificate

• A subject (course) is not endorseable when:

– Doesn’t have AS worth 14 cr

– And/or doesn’t have min 3 cr internal and external 

(exceptions to this – L3 Visual Art and all PED courses)



NZQA Scholarship

Scholarship candidates are expected to 
demonstrate high-level critical thinking, 
abstraction and generalisation, and to 

integrate, synthesise and apply knowledge, 
skills, understanding, and ideas to complex 

situations.



NZQA Scholarship

• Not part of NCEA but also run by NZQA

• Exam, Portfolio or Report

• Competitive with monetary rewards

• Does not contribute to UE

• Can be taken by any secondary student

– E.g. Year 12 & then again in Year 13



NZQA Scholarship – how?

• 3 to 5 questions/components marked 
on 0-8 scale
– 8 = outstanding answer

– 1 = meagre understanding

– 0 = blank/irrelevant 

• Approx 3 % of Y13 students studying the 
subject at Level 3 will be awarded with 
scholarship
– Provided they reach the standard



Assessment Statement
• All subjects have an assessment statement
• Can be found in class notebook (online) or contact teacher
• Contains important assessment information and dates
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